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A new species of the Acupalpus subgenus Subacupalpus HABD, 1978 
from Nepal and Yunnan, and a redescription of Acupalpus 

sikkimensis ANDREWES, 1930 (Coleoptera, Carabidae, Harpalini) 

BER D JAEGER 

Abstract: An extended diagnosis of the Acupalpus subgenus Suhacupalpus HAHU, J978 is presented. Acupalpus 
sikkimensis ANDREWES, 1930 is redescribed and a lectotype has been designated for the species. Acupalpus 
gerdmuelleri n. sp. (type locality: Nepal: Myagdi Distr., Annapurna Mts., Kali Kandaki Tal, Tatopani, 1100 m) is 
described from Nepal and China, Yunnan. Additional distribution data from Nepal, India and Vietnam are provided 
for Acupalpus sikkimensis ANDREWES. 

Zusammenfassung: Eine neue Art der AClIpalplls-Untergattung Subacupalpus HABU, 1978 ails Nepal IInd 
Yunnan sowie eine Redeskription von AClIpalpus sikkimensis A:-<OREWES, 1930. - Eine erweiterte Diagnose 
wird fur die Acupalpus-Untergattung Subacupalpus HABU, 1975 prasentiert. Flir die Typus-Art der Untergattung, 
Acupalpus sikkimensis ANDRFWES, 1930, werden ein Lectotypus designiert, eine Redeskription sowie neue 
Verbreitungsdaten aus epal, Indien und Vietnam vorgelegt. Acupalpus (Suhacupalpus) gerdmuelleri n. sp. wird 
aus Nepal und China beschrieben (Locus typicus: Nepal: Myagdi Distr., Annapurna Mts., Kali Kandaki Tal, 
Tatopani, 1100 m). 

Key words: Carabidae, Harpalini, Stenolophina, Acupalpus, Suhacupalpus, new species, new record, China, 
Himalaya, India, Nepal, Vietnam. 

Introduction 

The Himalayan fauna of the genus Acupa/pus LATREILLE, J829 and the closely related taxon 
Anthracus MOTSCHUL KY, 1850, which was sometimes considered a subgenus of the fOffi1er, 
is still poorly known. Only four species were described or subsequently recorded from this 
region according to the Palaearctic catalogue (JAEGER & KATAEv 2003: 399). In addition, 
JEDUCKA & CHUJO (1966: 537) reported Acupa/pus jlaviceps MOTSCHULSKY, 1850 from 
Nepal. However, this record is based, without doubt on a misidentification, because the 
known distribution of the species (KATAEv 1996: 128) suggests its occurrence in Nepal is 
highly unlikely. 

One of the Himalayan species, Acupa/pus sikkimensis, has been described by A DREWES 

(1930) from Sikkim and Darjeeling in his contribution on the Carabidae of the third British 
Mount Everest Expedition undel1aken in 1924. For nearly five decades since the description 
no additional information about the taxonomy and distribution of the species has become 
known. In 1978, HABU recorded A. sikkimensis from Nepal and proposed in his "Key to 



Bernd Jaeger146

known Asian subgenera of Acupalpus” the new subgenus Subacupalpus for it. Since then, 
the species, as well as the subgenus have been listed only in catalogues or checklists (Lorenz 
1998: 360, 2005: 399, Jaeger & kataev 2003: 399, cHaudHari 2005: 87).

In the context of a revision of the Oriental species of the genus Acupalpus, older collections 
from former British India as well as recent collections from Nepal, India, China and Vietnam 
have become available for examination. These included various additional records of 
Acupalpus sikkimensis, and surprisingly a new species of the subgenus Subacupalpus, 
closely related to the former species. As a result of these findings and the fact that our 
knowledge about Subacupalpus and its type species remained fragmentary until now, the 
following contribution provides an extended diagnosis for the subgenus, a redescription of 
A. sikkimensis and the description of the new species. 

Material and Methods

Types and material examined are deposited in the following public institutions and private 
collections: 
MHNG Museum d´Histoire Naturelle, Geneva, Switzerland (Dr. I. LöBL)
NHMB Naturhistorisches Museum Basel, Switzerland (Dr. M. Brancucci)
BMNH Natural History Museum, London, Great Britain (Cl. gent, Chr. tayLor)
NME Naturkundemuseum Erfurt, Germany (Dipl.-Biol. M. HartMann)
HUMS The Hokkaido University Museum, Sapporo, Japan (Prof. M. oHara)
ZISP Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Science, St. Petersburg, Russia (Dr. B.M. kataev)
cJAE Coll. B. Jaeger, Berlin, Germany
cSCHM Coll. J. scHMidt, Admannshagen, Germany
cWEIG Coll. A. weigeL, Wernburg, Germany
cWEIP Coll. J. weipert, Plaue, Germany
cWRA Coll. D.W. wrase, Berlin, Germany

Label data of examined type material are cited in full in the text, using a “/” to separate 
different lines of the label in question. If not otherwise stated cited labels of type specimens 
are printed on white paper. Collecting data of examined non-type material are presented 
according to the following form: “locality, month. year, collector(s) (number of specimens 
– deposition)”. 

Measurements, as defined in Jaeger (2009: 1636), were taken at magnifications of 30 times 
(body length, elytra and pronotum partly) or 70 times (head and pronotum) using an ocular 
micrometer attached to a stereomicroscope Nikon SMZ 1500.

Microsculpture was examined at a magnification of 100 times. 

Dissections were made using standard techniques; genitalia or mouthparts were preserved 
in Euparal on acetate strips and pinned beneath the specimens from which they had been 
removed. 

Photographs were taken using equipment, software and methods described in Jaeger (2009: 
1637).

Distribution maps were generated using the distribution mapping software DMAP for 
Windows (© Dr aLan Morton).
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Results

Acupalpus subgenus Subacupalpus Habu, 1978

Acupalpus subgenus Subacupalpus HaBu, 1978: 9 (type species by original designation: 
Acupalpus sikkimensis andrewes, 1930).

Diagnosis: Antennomere 2 sparsely pubescent. Ligula (Figs 18-19) truncate at apex with 
two longer ventral setae at apex. Mentum and submentum fused laterally, only at middle, 
where the submentum is somewhat bent downward (seen from ventral view), divided by a 
diffuse edge. Prosternum medially with six to ten longer erected setae, prosternal process 
glabrous. Males with pro- and mesotarsomeres 2-4 moderately dilated, in each case 
tarsomeres 1-4 with biseriately arranged adhesive hairs on ventral side. Tarsomere 5 without 
a ventro-lateral pair of setae.

Composition: The subgenus comprises Acupalpus sikkimensis andrewes, 1930 and 
A. gerdmuelleri n. sp.

Remarks and Comparisons: Subacupalpus seems to be closely related to the Asian 
Acupalpus subgenera Pseudanthracus HaBu, 1973 and Palcuapus HaBu, 1973, and the 
Afrotropical genus Stenolophidius JeanneL, 1948, which share the following characters with 
Subacupalpus: Mentum and submentum fused, at least laterally, prosternum medially with 
long, erect setae, and tarsomere 5 without a pair of ventral setae. The aforementioned taxa 
differ from Subacupalpus by the glabrous antennomere 2 (instead of sparsely pubescent). It 
should also be noted that some specimens of the type species of Subacupalpus, Acupalpus 
sikkimensis, examined have a suggested reddish dilatation on the dorsal surface of the 
median lobe of the aedoeagus. Such modification is so far known only from species of the 
subgenus Pseudanthracus and species of the genus Stenolophidius.

The subgenus Setacupalpus HaBu, 1973, which comprises two species from Japan and the 
Russian Far East, has the mentum and submentum also fused laterally and the last tarsomeres 
have no setae ventrally as in Subacupalpus, but it differs from the latter by the presence of 
only shorter setae on the medial part of the prosternum and along the front margin of the 
latter, and the prosternal process has two distinct setae, instead of being glabrous.

The genus Anthracus and members of the Acupalpus annamensis group, which are still 
partly assigned to Anthracus (A. annamensis Bates, 1889, A. biplagiatus BoHeMan, 1858) 
and partly to Acupalpus (e.g. A. furvus andrewes, 1947, A. nesophilus andrewes, 1936), 
share also some characters with Subacupalpus, e.g. the presence of long, erect setae on the 
prosternum, the fused mentum and submentum, and the lack of ventro-lateral setae on the 
last tarsomeres. In addition to characters distinguishing each of them, species of Anthracus 
and the A. annamensis group differ from Subacupalpus by the prosternum with longer setae 
also along its anterior margin, the prosternal process with one or two distinct setae (so far 
examined), the extended pubescence of the abdominal sternites, and the quadrisetose ligula. 
This latter character, which is obviously of particular phylogenetic importance, separates 
both taxa also from all other Palaearctic and Oriental Acupalpus.

In contrast to the other aforementioned taxa, Subacupalpus has obviously no closer relations 
to the subgenus Acupalpus s.str., which is represented by various species in the West 
Palaearctic and with few species in the Russian Far East, Japan and northern China. 
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Figs. 1-3: Acupalpus sikkimensis ANDREWES, 1930. Habitus, head and pronotum. (1) Nepal, Pashupatinath; (2) 
India, Bhim Tal; (3) Lectotype. 

Acupalpus S.str. differs from Subacupalpus by tarsomere 5 with one pair of ventro-lateral 
setae, prostemum glabrous or with short pubecense, and mentum and submentum divided 
by a distinct suture. 

ACllpalpus (Sllbacllpalplls) sikkimensis A DREWES, 1930 (Figs 1-9, 18,20-21,24 ) 

Acupalpus sikkimensis ANDREWES, 1930a: 20-21 (type locality: India: Sikkim: Rangli). 

Acupalpus sikkimensis ANDREWES: CSIKJ 1932: 1253 [World catalogue]. 

Acupalpus (Subacupalpus) sikkimensis ANDREWES: HABU 1978: 8-9 [type species of 
Subacupalpus, record for Nepal]; LORENZ 1998: 339 [catalogue]; JAEGER & MTAEV 2003: 
399 [Palaearctic catalogue]; LORENZ 2005: 360 [catalogue]; CHAUDHARY 2005: 87 [checklist 
Nepal]. 

Type material: Lectotype: male (BMNH) (here designated) labelled 'Type" [circular label 
with red margin]; "Sikhim: / Rongli Chu. / 3,000 ft. 29.iii.1924 / Maj.R.W.G.Hingston." 
[first line yellow underlined]; "Everest Exp. / Brit. Mus. / 1924-386"; "Acupalpus / 
sikkimensis / Type Andr. / H.E. Andrewes det." [first three lines handwritten]; 
"LECTOTYPE male sign / Acupalpus / sikkimensis / Andrewes, 1930/ des. B. Jaeger 201 0" 
[red label] and "Acupalpus / (Subacupalpus) / sikkimensis / Andrewes, 1930/ det. B. Jaeger 
2010". 

Remark: The lectotype is in fair condition with the right antenna, mesotarsomeres 4-5, 
metatarsomeres 4-5 and left protarsomeres 4-5 and metatarsomeres 2-5 missing. 
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Paralectotypes (6 males, 4 females deposited in BMNH): 1 female labelled „Co- / type“ 
[circular label with green margin]; “Sikhim: / Rongli Chu. / 4,000 ft. 30.iii.1924 / Maj 
R.W.G.Hingston.” [first line yellow underlined]; “Everest Exp. / Brit. Mus. / 1924-386.”; 
“Acupalpus / sikkimensis / cotype Andr. / H.E. Andrewes det.” [first three lines handwritten] 
and “H.E. Andrewes Coll. / B.M. 1945-97.” 1 male labelled „Para-/ type“ [circular label 
with yellow margin], “Gopaldhara / Rungbong Valley, / Darjiling / Dec.- 20 3,500 ft. / H. 
Stevens.”; “Acupalpus / sikkimensis / cotype Andr. / H.E. Andrewes det.” [first three lines 
handwritten] and “Brit. Mus. / 1951-180.” 1 male labelled “Co- / type” [circular label with 
green margin]; “Gopaldhara, / Darjiling. / 3,440 ft. -4,720 ft. / H. Stevens. 7-XI-19.” 
[collecting day and month handwritten] and „H.E. Andrewes Coll. / B.M. 1945-97.”  
1 female labelled “Gopaldhara, / Rungbong Valley, / Darjiling. / 23-25-xi-19. / 3,500 ft. H. 
Stevens.” and “Brit. Mus. / 1951-180.” 1 male labelled “Gopaldhara, / Darjiling. / 3,440 ft. 
- 4,720 ft. / H. Stevens. 7.XI-19.” [collecting day and month handwritten], and “Brit. Mus. / 
1951-180.“ 2 males, 2 females with same label data but “ 30.X.19”, “31-X 19” and “6-X-
19”. 1 male labelled “Gopaldhara, / Br. Sikkim / H. Stevens.” and “H.E.Andrewes Coll. / 
B.M. 1945-97.”

All Paralectotypes additionally with my labels: “PARALECTOTYPE male resp. female 
sign / Acupalpus / sikkimensis / Andrewes, 1930 / des. B. Jaeger 2010” [red paper] and 
“Acupalpus / (Subacupalpus) / sikkimensis / Andrewes, 1930 / det. B. Jaeger 2010”.

The paralectotypes are in fair condition, some of those have missing antennomeres or 
tarsomeres, or somewhat damaged elytra, caused by former pinning. In one specimen the 
head and prothorax is missing. 

Figs 4-9: Acupalpus sikkimensis andrewes, 1930. Median lobe of aedoeagus, lateral and dorsal aspect. (4, 6) 
Lectotype; (5) Paralectotype, India, Gopaldhara; (7) India, Bhim Tal; (8) Nepal, Besisahar; (9) India, Shillong.
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Notes on type material: In contrast to other Acupalpus descriptions of andrewes (e.g. 
andrewes 1923: 238, 1930b: 195, 1936: 219-220), he did not designate or mention a “Type” 
(in sense of “holotype”) in the description of Acupalpus sikkimensis, though he labelled one 
specimen “Type” and others “Cotype”. According to the ICZN Code, type labels alone do 
not represent a valid holotype designation. Thus, all type specimens have syntype status. 
Because the species was described from three different localities I hereby designate the male 
specimen labelled “Type” by andrewes as the lectotype of A. sikkimensis to fix the type 
locality.
The paralectotypes listed above include eight specimens collected at Gopaldhara by  
H. stevens and standing under „sikkimensis“ in the BMNH collection. They were obviously 
studied by andrewes, when describing Acupalpus sikkimensis, but have no identification 
label of andrewes, which indicates their type status, e.g. “Cotype”. However, andrewes 
noted in the description “Mr. H. Stevens took examples of the species in the Darjeeling 
district, at Gopaldhara, 3500-5000 feet, and at Namsoo, 2000 feet, 1919-1920.” I believe he 
would not have written “examples” in pleural, “3500-5000 feet” and “1919-1920”, if he had 
only examined the single specimen from Gopaldhara collected at 3,500 ft. in 1920, which he 
labelled “cotype”. Thus, it is obvious that he studied at least a part of the additional specimens 
from Gopaldhara, when describing the species. I consider all additional specimens from this 
locality as paralectotypes, though the type status of some specimens is possible uncertain.
andrewes also mentioned type example(s) from “Namsoo”, which could not be located in 
the BMNH collection. Its deposition remains unknown.
Redescription: Characters already given in the diagnosis for the subgenus are not repeated 
here.
General appearance as figured (Fig. 1). Body length 4.1-4.8 mm (mean 4.4, lectotype  
4.4 mm); width 1.5-1.8 mm (mean 1.6).
Colour: Dorsal surface mainly dark or blackish brown, sometimes dark reddish brown, 
leaving clypeus, labrum, mandibles (inner margins and apices blackish), margins of 
pronotum (at base and in front of apical margin often more widely so), and elytral margins 
and interval 1 paler. Legs and palpi yellowish brown, antennae with first two antennomeres 
yellowish, remaining ones more or less infuscated (often only indistinct). Ventral surface 
mainly brown to dark brown, with epipleura paler, and proepisterna and sides of abdomen 
darker. 
Head (Figs 1-3) including eyes 0.78-0.83 (mean 0.80) times as wide as pronotum, with eyes 
moderately prominent (head 1.59-1.70 (mean 1.64) times as wide as head between eyes). 
Labrum rectilinear or slightly rounded at apical margin. Mandibles medium sized, not 
distinctly prolonged and curved, left mandible somewhat truncate and obtuse at apex. 
Antennae 2.03-2.29 (mean 2.16) times as long as pronotum and 0.73-0.83 (mean 0.78) times 
as long as elytra. Microsculpture on labrum, clypeus and partly on dorsal surface of 
mandibles distinctly isodiametric, on frons and anterior half of vertex almost obliterated, at 
posterior half of vertex transverse and at sides posterior to eyes with transverse to irregularly 
isodiametric meshes.
Pronotum (Figs 1-3) with surface distinctly convex, 1.25-1.34 (mean 1.28) times as wide as 
long, 1.21-1.29 (mean 1.25) times as wide as head, widest in second quarter, lateral seta 
inserted at beginning of second quarter. Apical margin almost rectilinear, or weakly 
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emarginate, faintly bordered laterally. Anterior angles narrowly rounded at tips, not or 
weakly projecting forward. Sides convex in anterior half, rectilinearly narrowed to the 
widely rounded and reflexed posterior angles. Basal margin weakly arcuate medially and 
somewhat obliqually rounded to posterior angles. Lateral furrows moderately wide 
anteriorly, becoming widened posteriorly, where they are fused with the latero-basal 
impressions. Latero-basal impressions medium sized, distinctly delimited from the convex 
pronotal disc and median part of base, becoming somewhat deepened to the reflexed basal 
and lateral margin. Base with coarse and close punctation in the impressions, smooth or with 
some single punctures between the latter. Median line very fine and partly obsolete, 
disappearing at anterior impression and in front of basal margin, sometimes with some very 
faint punctures. Anterior transverse impression indistinct to obsolete. Microsculpture 
distinct and almost transverse at sides, ligthly impressed and short-transverse to isodiametric 
on disc, and isodiametric at latero-basal impressions.

Elytra (Fig. 1) with sides almost parallel or very slightly broadened posteriorly, widest just 
behind middle, 1.56-1.70 (mean 1.65) times as long as wide, 2.69-2.88 (mean 2.76) times as 
long and 1.26-1.38 (mean 1.31) times as wide as pronotum. Humeri obtuse and widely 
rounded, basal bead arcuately turning into humerus and forming an obtuse indistinct angle 
with lateral margin. Elytral striae distinctly impressed and impunctate, scutellar striole long. 
Intervals comparatively flat, narrowed and somewhat convex at apex. Basal pore at beginning 
of scutellar striole present, interval 3 in third quarter with one setiferous pore, adjoining stria 
2. Microsculpture on scutellum and around basal pore isodiametric, on elytral intervals 
consisting of lightly impressed fine transverse lines. Elytral marginal series consisting of  
6 (5+1) anterior and 8 (4+4 or 4+2+2) posterior punctures. The first four punctures of the 
posterior series are divided from the remaining four punctures by a rather wide gap (about 

Figs 10-12: Acupalpus gerdmuelleri n. sp. Habitus, head and pronotum. (10) Holotype; (11) Paratype, Nepal, 
Sikles; (12) Paratype, China, Man Dian.
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as wide as the first posterior group). Macropterous.
Metepisterna long and narrowed posteriad, at inner margin about 1.5-1.7 times longer than 
wide at basal margin. Prosternum medially with six to ten longer, erect setae (often broken 
and then insertion points difficult to observe). Abdominal sternite 4 smooth or with few 
shorter setae medially, 5 with few setae or with scattered pubescence in medial two-thirds 
and 6 with moderately dense pubescence. Last visible sternite rounded at apex, in males 
with two and in females with four longer setae at apical margin. 
Median lobe of aedeagus (Figs 4-9) with sides only weakly asymmetric and distinctly 
acuminate to the narrow apex. Internal sac with a large spiny field medially. In some 
specimens the median lobe has a weakly developed reddish dilatation dorsally. Such 
modification is so far only known from species of the African Stenolophina genus 
Stenolophidius JeanneL and members of the Oriental Acupalpus subgenus Pseudanthracus 
HaBu.
Female genitalia as figured (Figs 20-21).

Comparisons: Acupalpus sikkimensis is very similar to A. gerdmuelleri n. sp. and single 
specimens are morphologically difficult to separate. Usually it differs from the latter by the 
shape of the pronotum (Figs 1-3) with sides usually less convex, and less distinctly and more 
rectilinearly narrowed to base, and the microsculpture on pronotal disc, which is rather 
distinct, instead of almost obliterated in A. gerdmuelleri n. sp. In contrast to these less 
reliable morphological differences A. sikkimensis can be separated easily from 
A. gerdmuelleri n. sp. by the different shape of the median lobe of the aedoeagus (Figs 4-9) 
with sides less asymmetrical and distinctly acuminate to the narrow apex, and the structures 
of the internal sac, with a large spiny field medially. From other Asian Acupalpus species 
A. sikkimensis differs by the subgeneric characters given in the diagnosis for the subgenus 
Subacupalpus. 
Distribution: A. sikkimensis has a more or less continuous distribution area south of the 
Himalayan main range reaching from the Indian state of Uttarakhand in the West, across 
Nepal, Sikkim and West Bengal to the Meghalaya state in the East (Fig. 24). The single 
records from southwest (Maharashtra state) and south India (“Nilgiri Hills”) are rather 
isolated and far away from the main distribution range. Perhaps, it can be explained by less 
intensive collecting activities in central and southern India. However, it may also be possible 
that these records represent relict populations, which encounter similar ecological conditions 
at the higher altitudes of the West Ghats mountain range as in their main distribution area 
farther north. New collections may help to find a reliable explanation for the disjunct 
distribution.
In addition to the aforementioned distribution, the single record from northeast Vietnam 
would markedly expand the distribution area eastwards. However, the record is based on a 
female with uncertain identification and must therefore be confirmed by more specimens, 
ideally by males
Examined Material: 
India: Maharashtra: ca. 15 km E of Mahabaleshwar, E of Panchgani, table land env., ca. 
1280 m, 17°55’N 73°49’E, VI. 2006, keJvaL (1 – cWRA). – Meghalaya: SW of Shillong, 
1600 m, 25°34’ N 91°51’20”E, V. 2004, deMBický (1 – NHMB). – Sikkim: Rongli Chu, 
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3000-4000 ft., III. 1924, Hingston (Lectotype + 1 Paralectotype – BMNH). – Tamil Nadu: 
Nilgiri Hills, Coll. andrewes (1 – BMNH). – Uttarakhand: Bhim Tal, 1450-1550 m, X. 
1979, LöBL (3 – MHNG, cJAE); C. Almora, Kumaon, cHaMpion (4 – BMNH, cJAE); 
Haldwani Dist., Kumaon, cHaMpion (1 – BMNH); W. Almora, U. Gumpti Val., IV. 1919, 
cHaMpion (1 – BMNH); W. Almora Divn., Kumaon, cHaMpion (12 – BMNH, cJAE); W. 
Almora Divn.; Kumaon, V.+VI.+XI. 1918 + XI. 1919, cHaMpion (7 – BMNH, cJAE). – 
West Bengal: Darjeeling, Gopaldhara, 3440-4720 ft., X.+XI. 1919 + XII. 1920, stevens 
(9 Paralectotypes – BMNH).

Nepal: Dailekh Distr.: Katia-Khola S Dailekh, 800-900 m, V. 1995, weipert (1 – cWEIP). 
– Dolakha Distr.: S. Khumbu-Himal, Umg. Jiri, 1707 m, Shivalaya, Kimti Khola, V. 1993, 
kLeeBerg (6 – cSCHM, cJAE). – Kaski Distr.: Pokhara, Phewa Lake, XI. 2007, kLapka 
(1 – cWRA); Annapurna Region, Tikhendhunga, 1500 m, 28°20’93[sic!]”N, 83°44’53”E, 
Fluß, IV. 2000, skaLe (1 – NME). – Lalitpur Distr.: Godavari, 1500-1700 m, VI. 1992, 
Moravec (1 – NHMB); Kathmandu, VI. 1968, kuMata (1 – HUMS); Kathmandu, British 
Embassy, 4500’, at light, V.-VI. 1983, BrendeLL (2 – BMNH); Kathmandu N, Bagmati 
River, 1300 m, VI. 1995, HartMann (1 – NME); Kathmandu, NE, Gorkhana Park, Bagmati, 
27°43’22”N, 85°22’59”E, 1400 m, VI. 1997, weigeL (1 – cWEIG); Kathmandu, Hotel 
Norbhu-Linkha, 1300 m, VI. 1997, weipert (2 – cWEIG, cJAE); Kathmandu, NE, 
Pashupatinath, Tempelhügel, 1400 m, V. 1997, weigeL (2 – cWEIG, cJAE); Katmandu, Ufer 
Bagmati, Nähe Pashupatinath, 1395 m, 27°42’39”N, 85°21’26”E, V. 1997, griLL (1 – 

Figs 13-17: Acupalpus gerdmuelleri n. sp. Median lobe of aedoeagus, lateral and dorsal aspect. (13) Paratype, 
China, Zhong Zhi Chang; (14) Holotype; (15) Paratype China, Man Dian; (16, 17) Paratypes, Nepal, Sikles.
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NME). - Lamjung Distr.: O. Annapuma, Besi Sahar bis Chamje, 800-1300 m, IX. 1992, 
SCHMIDT (l - cSCHM). - Tanahu Distr.: 10k111 0 Dumre, 0 Pokhara, 1000 m, IX. 1992, 
SCHMIDT (I - cSCH M). 

Vietnam: mountains 50 km NE Thai-Nguyen, 300m, IX. 1963, KABAKov (l female with 
uncertain identification - ZlSP). 

ACllpalpllS (Sllbacllpalplls) gerdmllelleri n. sp. (Figs 10-17, 19,22-23,25) 

Type material: Holotype: male (cSCHM) labelled "Myagdi Dstr. 10.3. / Kali Kandaki Tal 
/ Tatopani 110 Om", "NEPAL 1994/ Annapuma Mts. / leg. Ahrens" and "HOLOTYPE male 
sign / Acupalpus / (Subacupalpus) / gerdmuelleri sp.n. / des. B. Jaeger 2010" [red label]. 

Paratypes: 3 males, 4 females (cSCHM, cJAE) labelled "unterhalb Sikles / N Pokhara / ca. 
1700 m, 14.5."; "NEPAL-HIMALAYA / Annapuma Mts. / 1993 19. Schmidt". 1 male 
(cSCHM) labelled "Marsyangdi Khola / Besi Sahar 800 m / Mai+ Juni" and "NEPAL
Himalaya / Annapuma-Mts. / Ig. Schmidt 1994". 2 females (cSCH M) labelled "NEPAL 
Pewa river and / lake W of POKHARA / 800-850 m. 14./15.9. / 2003 leg. 1. Schmidt". 
1 male (cJAE) labelled "CHINA: S-YUNNAN / (Xishuangbanna) / 20 km NW Jinghong / 
vic. Man Dian (NNNR)" and "N22°07.80 El00040.05 / 730m 06.VI.2009, BF / leg. native 
collector forest". 1 male (NME) labelled "CH INA: S-YUNNAN / (Xishuangbanna) / 25 km 
NW Jinghong / vie. Zhong Zhi Chang" and "N22°11.06, E100039.05 / 780 m 28.V1.2008 
MF / leg. A. Weigel rubb. plant." All paratypes labelled additionally "PARATYPE male or 
female sign (as appropriate) / Acupalpus / (Subacupalpus) / gerdmuelleri sp. n. / des. 
B. Jaeger 2010" [red label]. 

Remark: Most paratypes from Nepal have parts of their appendages missing. 

Description: General appearance as figured (Fig. 10). Body length 4.0-4.6 mm (mean 4.3, 
holotype 4.2 mm); width 1.5-1.7 mm (mean 1.6). 

Colour: Head dark or blackish brown, leaving clypeus, labrum, mandibles (inner margins 
and apices blackish) reddish brown. Pronotum dark or blackish brown, leaving margins 
more less widely paler. Elytra dark or blackish brown with lateral margins and interval 
1 paler. Legs and palpi yellowish brown, antennae with first two antennomeres yellowish, 
remaining ones more or less infuscated (often only indistinct). Ventral surface mainly brown 
to dark brown, with epipleura paler, and proepistema and sides of abdomen darker. 

Head (Figs 10-12) including eyes 0.77-0.83 (mean 0.79) times as wide as pronotum, with 
eyes moderately prominent, though little less than in A. sikkimensis (head 1.56-1.63 (mean 
1.59) times as wide as head between eyes). Labrum with apical margin rectilinear, often 
somewhat asymmetrical (weakly bent backwards at right side). Mandibles medium sized, 
not distinctly prolonged and curved, left mandible somewhat thickened and obtuse at apex. 
Antennae 2.12-2.34 (mean 2.25) times as long as pronotum and 0.77-0.85 (mean 0.81) times 
as long as elytra. Microsculpture on labrum, clypeus, dorsal surface of mandibles (only 
partly) isodiametric, on frons and anterior part of vertex smooth, becoming transverse at 
posterior part of vertex, and isodiametric at sides posterior to eyes. 

Pronotum (Figs 10-12) with surface distinctly convex, 1.27-1.33 (mean 1.30) times as wide 
as long, 1.21-1.29 (mean 1.27) times as wide as head, widest in second quarter, lateral seta 
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Figs 18-23: Ligula, hemisternite and gonocoxa. Acupalpus sikkimensis andrewes, 1930 (18, 21 Nepal, 
Pashupatinath, 20 Nepal, Jiri). A. gerdmuelleri n. sp. (19, 22, 23 Paratypes Nepal, Sikles).
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Figs 24-25: Distribution. (24) Acupalpus sikkimensis andrewes, 1930 and (25) A. gerdmuelleri n. sp.

inserted at beginning of second-third. Apical margin almost rectilinear or weakly emarginate, 
faintly borderd laterally. Anterior angles narrowly rounded at tips, not or very weakly 
projecting forward. Sides usually rather distinctly convex and narrowed to base. Hind angles 
widely rounded, sometimes with a suggested angle. Basal margin weakly arcuate medially 
and somewhat obliquely rounded to posterior angles. Lateral furrows moderately wide, 
somewhat widened posteriorly and fused with latero-basal impressions, moderately reflexed 
around posterior angles. Basal impression medium sized, distinctly delimited from  
pronotal disc and medial part of base, becoming somewhat deepened to the reflexed basal 
and lateral margin. Base with punctation rather coarse and close in the impressions, 
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sometimes somewhat extended laterally, impunctate or with some single punctures between 
the latter. Median line very fine and lightly impressed, often partly obsolete, disappearing 
at anterior impression or anterior to, and in front of basal margin. Anterior transverse 
impression only suggested. Microsculpture on pronotal disk markedly reduced or 
obliterated, usually only traces of meshes are visible, at basal impressions with isodiametric 
meshes. 

Elytra (Fig. 10) with sides almost parallel or feebly broadened posteriorly, widest at or just 
behind middle, 1.57-1.66 (mean 1.62) times as long as wide, 2.75-2.98 (mean 2.82) times as 
long and 1.30-1.37 (mean 1.34) times as wide as pronotum. Humeri obtuse and widely 
rounded, basal bead arcuately turning into humerus and forming an obtuse indistinct angle. 
Striae distinctly impressed and impunctate, scutellar striole long. Intervals comparatively 
flat, becoming teebly convex and narrow at apex. Basal pore at beginning of scutellar striole 
present, interval 3 in third quarter with one setiferous pore, adjoining stria 2. Elytral marginal 
series consisting of 6 (5+ I) anterior and 8 (4+4 or 4+2+2) posterior punctures. The first four 
punctures of the posterior series are divided from the remaining four punctures by a moderate 
gap (usually less wide, rarely as wide as the first posterior group). Microsculpture on 
scutellum and around basal pore isodiametric, on elytral intervals consisting of very lightly 
impressed fine transverse lines. Macropterous. 

Metepisterna long and narrowed posteriad, at inner margin 1.5-1.6 times as long as wide at 
basal margin. Prosternum medially with about six longer, erect setae (when broken insertions 
points difficult to observe). Abdominal sternites 4 and 5 smooth, or 5 with some scattered 
setae medially, 6 moderately pubescent. Last visible sternite feebly emarginate at apex in 
males, rounded in females, with two longer setae at apical margin in males and four setae in 
females. 

Medium lobe of aedeagus (Figs 13-17) with sides markedly asymmetric, at least at right 
side, apex rather wide. [nternal sac without distinct spiny fields, but with a large curved 
sclerite subapically. 

Female genitalia as figured (Figs 22-23). 

Comparisons: Acupalpus gerdmuelleri n. sp. is very similar to A. sikkimensis and 
morphologically sometimes difficult to separate from the latter. It differs usually from 
A. sikkimensis by the shape of the pronotum (Figs 10-12) with sides more markedly convex 
and more distinctly narrowed posteriad, and the microsculpture on pronotal disc, which is 
almost obliterated. In contrast to these smaller morphological differences the aedeagal 
median lobe of A. gerdmuelleri n. sp. (Figs 13-17) differs markedly from that of 
A. sikkimensis (Figs 4-9) in external shape with markedly asymmetric sides and wide apex, 
and in the structures of the internal sac, without a distinct spiny field, but with a large curved 
sclerite subapically. 

Etymology: The species is dedicated to the well-known German Carabidologist GERD 
MOLLER-M(I1ZFELD, who passed away suddenly and unexpectedly during an expedition to 
Kirghizia in July 2009. 

Distribution: Until now recorded only from the Annapurna Region in lepal and from south 
west Yunnan (Fig 25). Because the species is macropterous, it is most likely to occur also in 
the intermediate regions of northeast [ndia and Myanmar. 
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